
 
 

1 
 

!"#$%&'&"%()"#*&++,#-*"..,#geisha-/##
+,#)'&$&.0,#.&++,#12+%2',#(%,+(,.,3#+"#$1,'%"#*(#$&.$"##

'($)&%%"#,++,#%',*(0(".&#4(,))".&$&#
#

56786#98:86#;8<==6#
#

Sapienza Università di Roma 
Dipartimento "Istituto Italiano di Studi Orientali - ISO" 

#
#

6>?@76A@/#!,#),'"+,#geisha#,)),'&#.&(#*(0(".,'(#(%,+(,.(#)(B#*(#1&.%"#,..(#C,#&3#(.#



 
 

2 
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COS'È UN NOME? GEISHA#A:5<#?8=:=85:#M8#DONNA GIAPPONESE##
#
!,#),'"+,#geisha# ,)),'&#.&(#*(0(".,'(# (%,+(,.(#)"1"#)(B#*(#2.# $&1"+"# C,F#!J(.4'&$$"#*&+#
)'&$%(%"#.&++J2$"#1"E2.&#$,'&II&#L2(.*(#1"&'&.%&#1".#+J,1L2($(0(".&#*&+#H"1,I"+"#.&++&#
)'(.1(),+(#+(.42&#&2'")&&F#6#1".C"'%"#*(#L2&$%,#()"%&$(3#2.#)'(E"#1".%'"++"#1".C&'E,#1K&#
(+#%&'E(.&3#.&++&#$2&#%',$1'(0(".(#%2%%J,+%'"#1K&#2.(H"1K&#C(."#,#%&E)(#'&1&.%(3^#.".#1"E),'&3#
,*# &$&E)("3# .m#.&+#Dizionario della Lingua Italiana# ,# 12',#*(#=(1"+d#@"EE,$&"# 1".#
>&'.,'*"#>&++(.(# TUVeY[3#.m#.&+#Vocabolario degli Accademici della Crusca TUVYW[F# 8+#
%',.$(%"# (.# $m# H(&.&# '&%'"*,%,%"# .&+# Grande Dizionario Italiano dell'Uso# *(# @2++("# M&#
5,2'"#TUYYY[/#+,#)'(E,#,%%&$%,0(".&#*&++,#),'"+,#geisha#$,'&II&#(.#Navigazioni e viaggi#
*(#9("H,..(#>,%%($%,#7,E2$("#TUZZ\[F#G#1"E2.L2&#")(.(".&#1".*(H($,#1K&#+,#*(CC2$(".&#
.&+#+(.42,44("#1"E2.&#$(,#,HH&.2%,#)&'#(+#%',E(%&#*(#,+%',#+(.42,#"11(*&.%,+&#(.#%&E)(#,#
."(#)(B#)'"$$(E(F#=&+#Dizionario moderno delle parole che non si trovano nei dizionari 
comuni# TUYiZn# 1".$2+%,%"# .&++J&*(0(".&# Q"&)+(# UYeW[3# 6+C'&*"# N,.0(.(# '()"'%,/#
-9QG8?A86/# $,'&II&# +,# $1'(%%2',# (%,+(,.,# *&++,# ),'"+,# (.4+&$&# geisha.# o,.1(2++,#
4(,))".&$&#&*21,%,#I&.&3#$&#.".#$&E)'&#)&'#I&.&3#,++"#$1")"#*(#)(,1&'&F#?)&1(&#*(#&%D',#
*&++J&$%'&E"#"'(&.%&-F#>'2."#5(4+("'(.(3#.&++,#Storia della lingua italiana )2II+(1,%, *,#
?,.$".(#.&+#UYei3#1(#(.C"'E,#1K&#pH"1(#4(,))".&$(#1"E&#mikado3#geisha3#musmè3#kimono3#
harakiri# TE,+# %',$C"'E,%"# (.#karakiri#4(O#.&+#Piacere#*(#MJ6..2.0("[#$,'&II&'"#4(2.%&#
,%%',H&'$"# ")&'&# *(# *(H2+4,0(".&3# '&+,0(".(# *(# 4("'.,+($%(# *2',.%&# +,# 42&'',# '2$$"X
4(,))".&$&3#&#E,4,'(#")&'&%%&#1"E&#La Geisha TUYie[3#&11F-#T5(4+("'(.(#\^][F#?,+H,%"'&#
>,%%,4+(,3#.&+#Grande Dizionario della Lingua Italiana T1".$2+%,%"#.&++J&*(0(".&#P@<@#
UY\][#(*&.%(C(1,#1"E&#+(.42,#*(#E&*(,0(".&#(+#C',.1&$&3#.&+#UVV\F#5,.+("#A"'%&+,00"#&#
N,"+"#q"++(3#.&+#Dizionario etimologico della lingua italiana#Tq,.(1K&++(#UYVi[3#H"4+("."#
+,#),'"+,#geisha#-(E)"'%,%,#(.#<2'"),#%',E(%&#+J(.4+&$&-#TA"'%&+,00"#&%#,+F#e^U[F#
# 8.# &CC&%%(3# $&1".*"# (+# *(0(".,'(" A New English Dictionary on Historical 
Principles# 12',%"#*,# R,E&$#6F#QF#52'',_3# +,#)'(E,#,%%&$%,0(".&#*&+# %&'E(.&#geisha# (.#
(.4+&$&# $,'&II&# *&+# UVYU3# E,# +J(.4+&$&# $&EI',# +,# +(.42,# (.# 12(# (+# %&'E(.&# 4"*&H,# *(#
E,44("'&#*(CC2$(".&3#,.1K&#4',0(&#,#)'"*"%%(#12+%2',+(#E"+%"#)")"+,'(#,#1,H,++"#*&+#rr#
$&1"+"F#=&#$(,#&$&E)("#+J")&'&%%,#E&.0(".,%,#*,#5(4+("'(.(3#The Geisha. A Story of a tea 
house# TUVYe[3# *(# ?(*.&_# R".&$# $2# +(I'&%%"# *(# Q,++# &# 9'&&.I,.g3# 2.# $211&$$"# 1K&#
'(H&'I&',H,# +,# $(E),%(,# *&+# )2II+(1"# ,.4+"C"."# )&'# The Mikado# TUVVZ[# *(# 9(+I&'%# &#
?2++(H,.F#@2%%,H(,3#)'(E,#,.1"',#*(#R".&$3#,H&H,."#',))'&$&.%,%"#+,#geisha#?,(.%X?,s.#TLa 
Princesse Jaune3#UV\][3#E,#,.1K&#(+#."$%'"#5,$1,4.(#TIris3#UVYV[#&#,+%'(#T?"EE,#UWZX
UZW[F##
# !J")&',#*&$%(.,%,# ,# &$&'1(%,'&#2.,# C,$1(.,0(".&# C"'E(*,I(+&# C23#)&'d3#Madame 
Chrysanthème *(#N(&''&#!"%(#TUVV\[F#=&+#*(0(".,'("#Le Robert. Dictionnaire historique 
de la Langue Française TUYYZ[3#12',%"#*,#6+,(.#7&_3#(+#%&$%"#*(#!"%(#'($2+%,#+,#)'(E,#C".%&#
(.#12(#1"E),(,# +,#),'"+,#guécha3# %',$+(%%&',%,#,.1K&#(.#C',.1&$&#1"E&#geisha#*,+#UVYYF#
!"%(#C"'.c3#)"(3#+J($)(',0(".&#)&'#Madame Butterfly TUYi^[#*(#9(,1"E"#N211(.(3#$2#+(I'&%%"#
*(#8++(1,#&#9(,1"$,/# +,#geisha#1"E&#(1".,#12+%2',+&#*&+#9(,))".&#&',#"'E,(#),%'(E".("#
1".*(H($"#*&++J:11(*&.%&FZ#
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.,$1".*&.*"# +,# I"11,# 1".# +,# E,."3# 1"E&# D# *"H&'&# *(# "4.(# I&.# &*21,%,#
4(,))".&$(.,F#T?%',E(4("+(#UeY[#
#

6.1K&#*")"3#)&'d3#4+(#(%,+(,.(3#&#4+(#"11(*&.%,+(#(.#4&.&',+&3#)&')&%2,."#+,#.,'',0(".&#*&++,#
C&EE(.(+(%O# 4(,))".&$&# ,%%',H&'$"# 2.,# geisha# (1".(1,# &# C,H"+&44(,%,3# 1K&# .".# +,$1(,#
$),0("#,++,#*"..,#'&,+&F#<*#D#12'("$"#1"E&#1&'%(#'(H&'I&'(#*&++"#$%&'&"%()"#&E&'4,."#,.1K&#
L2,.*"# $(# H"''&II&'"# $"HH&'%('&# +2"4K(# 1"E2.(F# o"$1"# 5,',(.(3# .&+# $2"# Case, amori, 
universi TUYYY[#'()"'%,#+,#1".H&'$,0(".&#%',#(+#)'"%,4".($%,#A+m#&#*2&#1"."$1&.%(/ 

#
-?&.%,3# A+m-# C&1&# 1"E&# +(I&',.*"$(# *J2.# )&$"3# -("# K"# $&.%(%"# $)&$$"# 1K&# +&#
4(,))".&$(#$"."#*"..&#C,$1(."$&FFF#A(#)2d#*('&#T'($,%(.,[#1"E&#C,.."#+J,E"'&#+&#
4(,))".&$(l#G#H&'"#1K&#$"."#*&++&#E,&$%'&#*&(#)(B#',CC(.,%(#$&4'&%(#*&++J&'"%($E"#
"'(&.%,+&l-#
-6K3#,K-#'($)"$&#A+m#'(*&.*"3#-$&#*&H"#*('&#(+#H&'"3#+,#$(%2,0(".&#D#*&+#%2%%"#*(H&'$,3#
L2,$(# "))"$%,F# FFF#A"E&#E"4+(3# +&# 4(,))".&$(# $"."#)&'C&%%&3#E,# 1"E&# ,E,.%(FFF#
@()(1"#(+#),'%(1"+,'&#1K&#.&++&#1,$&#1K(2$&#4(,))".&$(3#+,#+211("+,#)'&$1&+%,#$(#%"4+(&#
(+#g(E"."3#$(#$*',(,#.2*,#$2+#1"+%'".&#futon#1K&#C,#*,#+&%%"3#,)'&#T$12$,%&t[#+&#4,EI&3#
&# ,..2.1(,# 1".# H"1(.,# ,11,%%(H,.%&/# -Hai!-3# 1("D# J$"."# )'".%,J3# J)'&.*(E(J3#
J(.C(+,E(Jt-F#
-6++"',#$"."#%2%%&#C,H"+&#L2&++&#1K&#1('1"+,."l-F#
-Q"# ),2',# (.# 4',.# ),'%&# *(# $cF# MJ,+%'"# +,%"# I($"4.,# '(1"'*,'&# +,# $%',"'*(.,'(,#
1,),1(%O# *J,CC&%%"3# +,# *&*(0(".&# *&++,# *"..,# 4(,))".&$&# 1"E&# 1"E),4.,F#
N"%&.0(,+E&.%&3# E,4,'(3# +,# $%"CC,# 1(# )2d# &$$&'&F# P.,# 4(,))".&$(.,# 1K&# D# $%,%,#
,EE,&$%',%,# *,# 2.# "11(*&.%,+&# )2d# C,'&# $1(.%(++&3# E,# ."'E,+E&.%&# %,+(# L2,+(%O#
'&$%,."#+,%&.%(-#T5,',(.(#UeY[F#
#
###!J6!@76#o6AA86#M<!!J8>78M6q8:=</#!6#-GEISHA-#@:7=6#8=#986NN:=<#

# #
##?&E)'&# %',# :%%"# &# ="H&1&.%"3# (.# 9(,))".&# +J(EE,4(.,'("# $2++,# $&.$2,+(%O#

C&EE(.(+&#,H&H,#1"."$1(2%"#2.J(I'(*,0(".&#)&'#1&'%(#H&'$(#$(E(+&F##
# 8.#Fūryū butsu TIl bodhisattva della sensualità3#UVVY[#*(#fS*,#7"K,.# TUVe\X
UY^\[#%'"H(,E"#(+#)'(E"#&$&E)("#+&%%&','("#*(#.2*"#*(#*"..,3#($)(',%"#,+#',11".%"#%&*&$1"#
Das Marmorbild TUVUV[#*(#R"$&)K#fF#H".#<(1K&.*"'CC#T;(&..,#]iiW3#UUUXUWY[F#8+#%',.$(%"#
(.# +&%%&',%2',# *&+# 1"')"# C&EE(.(+&# $H&+,%"# $&42(H,# 2.# )&'1"'$"# &$%&%(1"# (.# 12(# +&#
1".H&.0(".(# )(%%"'(1K&# "11(*&.%,+(# ,H&H,."# '(H"+20(".,%"# +J,'%&F# 6.%".("# o".%,.&$(3#
1K(,E,%"# .&+# UV\e# ,++,#fSI2#>(u2%$2#9,ggS3# ,H&H,# (.%'"*"%%"# L2&+# $"44&%%"# )(%%"'(1"#
$&.0,# %',$12','.&# (+# )'"C".*"# )"'%,%"# E&%,C"'(1"3# E,# +,# )&'1&0(".&# 4(,))".&$&# *&++,#
.2*(%O# 1"E&#*($%2'I,.%&# &$(I(0(".&#*(# 1,'.,+(%O# &$)+(1(%,# $,'&II&# '(E,$%,# ,# +2.4"# $2++"#
$C".*"# T?,*2.# ]VUXWi][F# a2(# 1(# I,$%&'O# ."%,'&# 1K&3# .&++J(.1".%'"# 1".# +,# C&EE(.(+(%O#
"11(*&.%,+&3#.".#$,'&II&#$%,%"#(+#1"')"3#)&'#L2,.%"#
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# 8.*',# !&H_# 1".(,# )&'# L2&$%"# .2"H"# E"*&++"# +J,44&%%(H"# -v&$%&'.&$L2&-F#
!J&$"%($E"# 1"E&# &$%&%(1,# *&++,# *(H&'$(%O# *(# ;(1%"'# ?&4,+&.# $(# 1".1'&%(00,3# L2(3# .&++,#
1'&,0(".&#*&+#-v&$%&'.&$L2&#$&w2,+#"%K&'-F#!,#C2.0(".&3#E&%,)"&%(1,3#D#*(#&+,I"',0(".&#
*&++"#$K"1g#*,#1".C'".%"#(.%&'12+%2',+&#T!&H_#ZX\[F#P.#%,+&#(*&,+&#C&EE(.(."#K,3#L2(.*(3#
(#%',%%(#',$$(12',.%(#*&++,#*"..,#4(,))".&$&#&#(#E"*(#&#(#H&$%(%(#*&++,#*"..,#"11(*&.%,+&3#
1"E&#$211&*&H,#L2,.*"#(.#:11(*&.%&#(#)(%%"'(#H&$%(H,."#*(#g(E"."#+&#E"*&++&#X#&#)&.$"#
,#A,E(++&#5".&%F#
# 7(E,.&3#)&'d3#.&++,#+&%%&',%2',#4(,))".&$&#2.,#$"'%,#*(#."$%,+4(,#*&+#9(,))".&#
)'&XE"*&'."3# 1K&# ,$$2E&# (# %',%%(# *&+# I2".# %&E)"# ,.*,%"F# =".# %2%%(# 4+(# (.%&++&%%2,+(#
,*&'($1"."#,+#=2"H"F#@',#+&#H&$%(4(,#*&+#),$$,%"#(*&,+(00,%"3#,+12.(#1&+&I',."#(+#C,$1(."#
%',*(0(".,+& V #*(# 12(# D# 12$%"*&# +,# geisha3# (1".,# 1'($%,++(00,%,# &# "))"$%,# ,++,# *"..,#
4(,))".&$&3#*(.,E(1,#1"E&#+,#'&,+%O#$%&$$,F#6*#,..2++,'&#+"#(,%"#%',#)'&$&.%&#&#),$$,%"3#
&11"#,++"',#(#'(%',%%(#+&%%&','(3#)'(E(#C',#%2%%(#L2&++(#*(#=,4,(#f,Ch#TUV\YXUYZY[F##
# 8.#f,Ch3#1K&#%',#(+#UYiW#&#(+#UYiV#,H&H,#$"44("'.,%"#.&4+(#?%,%(#P.(%(#&#(.#o',.1(,3#
$244&$%(".(# "11(*&.%,+(# *(,+"4,."# 1".# L2&++&# 4(,))".&$(# &# +,# geisha# $"4.,%,#
*&++b:11(*&.%&# (.1".%',# +,# geisha# )&'*2%,# *&+# 9(,))".&F# =&(# L2,'%(&'(# *(# )(,1&'&3# 1K&#
1&*"."#(+#)"$%"#,++,#1(%%O#E"*&'.,3#+, geisha#$(EI"+(1,#1".%&.*&#(+#%&''&."#,++,#)'"$,(1(%O#
*&(#$2"(#*&$%(.(#&#f,Ch#+,#',))'&$&.%,#1"E&#2.(1,#*&)"$(%,'(,#*(#2.,#C&EE(.(+(%O#(.#4',*"#
*(#'($2$1(%,'&
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$1'(%%"'&#1"E&#=,4,(#f,Ch#,%%(.4&#,++,#$2,#I(I+("%&1,#)&'$".,+&#)&'#*&$1'(H&'&#+J,**("#%',#
4+(#,E,.%(3#.".#)2d#.".#1(%,'&#+,#E,.(&',#*(#L2&+#N(&'#!"%(#1K&#&',#$%,%"#2."#*&(#E"%"'(#
*&++J(1".(00,0(".&F#

#
:N<7<#A8@6@<#

#
6I&3#R('SF#Rōma nikki no issetsu#TP.#&$%',%%"#*&+#M(,'("#*(#7"E,[F#8.#?K(4,3#=,"_,#&%#,+F#
# T,#12',#*([F#Sekai kikōbungaku zenshū 5 - Itaria hen T!,#+&%%&',%2',#E".*(,+&#*(#
# H(,44("#ZF#!b8%,+(,[F#@Sg_S/#?Kh*S$K,#UYZY3#))F#]e\X]\eF#N'(.%F#
>&++&'3# 5,.C'&*# &%# ,+F# T,# 12',# *([F# Imagology. The cultural construction and literary 
 representation of national charactersF#6E$%&'*,Ex=&`#y"'g/#7"*")(#]ii\F#
# N'(.%F#
A(,)),'".(#!,#7"11,3#@&'&$,#&%#,+F#T,#12',#*([F#Italiani nel Giappone Meiji (1868-1912). 
 Atti del Convegno Internazionale Bilaterale 8-11 Novembre 2000F# 7"E,/#
# <*(%'(1&#?,)(&.0,#]ii\F#N'(.%F#
o("'&.%(."3#o',.1&$1"F#Icone culturali d’EuropaF#5,1&',%,/#a2"*+(I&%#]iiYF#N'(.%F#
8`,g2',3#?KSg"F#Viaggiatori giapponesi in Italia prima e dopo la Missione IwakuraF#8.#
# A(,)),'".(#!,#7"11,#&%#,+F#:)F#1(%F3##))F#ZZXe^F##
f2g(3# ?Kh0SF# La struttura dell’iki TIki no Kōzō[3# %',*F# ,# 12',# *(# 9("H,..,# >,11(.(F#
# 5(+,."/#6*&+)K(#UYY]F#N'(.%F#
!&H_3#8.*',F#Sirens of the Western ShoreF#=&`#y"'g/#A"+2EI(,#P.(H&'$(%_#N'&$$#]iUi#)+'%3."
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# Plurilinguismo, Multiculturalismo, Apprendimento delle lingue. Confronto tra 
 Giappone e ItaliaF#;(%&'I"/#?&%%&#A(%%O#]iiY3#))F#W^\XWViF#N'(.%F#

#
#


